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COURSE PURPOSE

The purpose of this course is to inform the class 
participants of the expanding scope of community service 
ministries through building collaborative partnerships and 
integrating education in leadership development.

Learn and understand ACS Core Values & Philosophy:
• Sharing
• Connecting
• Ministering
• Discipleship
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Slide 3 WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
ACS & ADRA?
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Slide 4 WHAT IS 
ADVENTIST COMMUNITY SERVICES?

Adventist Community Services (ACS) is the 
official community outreach ministry of the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church in the North 
American Division territories which comprises 
of the United States, Canada, Guam and 
Micronesia, and Bermuda. ACS serves the 
whole person, a concept known as holistic 
ministry whose mission is “Serving 
Communities in Christ’s Name.”
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• Adventist Development and Relief 
Agency (ADRA) is a global humanitarian 
organization that delivers relief and 
development to individuals in more than 
107 countries. 
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Slide 6 SIX MINISTRIES OF 
ADVENTIST COMMUNITY SERVICES

• Community Development & Urban Ministries
• Disaster Response
• Emotional & Spiritual Care
• Older Adult Ministry
• Tutoring & Mentoring
• Young Adults In Service (YAS)
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT & 

URBAN MINISTRY

ACS Community Development and Urban Ministries 
offers vital help to:

• Individuals and families who are unemployed

• The working poor that are uninsured and disadvantaged in 
poverty stricken and urban areas

• Offers relief services

• Promotes individual and community development that 
includes equipping community members with skills to become 
self-sufficient and engages in public advocacy
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT & 

URBAN MINISTRY

Services Provided:

• Food Pantry Services
• Clothing Services
• Housing Assistance
• Substance Abuse Awareness and Prevention Training
• Addiction Treatment & Counseling
• Medical & Health Care Services
• Crisis Intervention & Emergency Assistance
• Domestic Violence Services
• Family & Parenting Counseling
• Teen Outreach Pregnancy Services
• Homeless Shelters
• Job & Skills Training, and much more
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Slide 9 DISASTER RESPONSE 
CHAIN OF COMMAND

• Conference ACS Director
• State Coordinator
• Federation Area Disaster Response Coordinator
• Local Church Disaster Response Coordinator 
• Pastors

NOTE:  ACS Director keeps the Conference 
Administration informed of all disasters.
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PHASES OF DISASTERS
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Slide 11 TYPES OF DISASTERS

• Undeclared
• Most common type of Disaster

• State Declared 
• Beyond the local community’s capacity

• Federally Declared Disasters and Emergencies
• The Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and 

Emergency Assistance Act                 
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CLICK ON VIDEO: SELMA, AL
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ROLE OF PASTORS

• Has a good understanding of ACS Disaster 
Response

• Encourage members in training and involvement 
in disaster response

• Ensure reliable & immediate communication 
between the Conference ACS Director and the 
local church

• Assist in providing financial assistance for the 
disaster
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ROLE OF PASTORS 

• During a disaster, works closely with Federation 
Disaster Response Coordinator to assure ACS 
services are provided.

• Provide pastoral care for all church members 
affected by the disaster and any non-members 
seeking such care.

• Encourages follow-up care for disaster survivors
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Slide 16 CLICK ON VIDEO – Featuring Pastor Pierre
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Slide 17 EMOTIONAL & SPIRITUAL CARE 
COURSE DESCRIPTION

• Special Issues in Emotional & Spiritual Care

• Assisting Individuals in Crisis

• Group Crisis Intervention

• Grief Following Trauma
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Slide 18 EMOTIONAL AND SPIRITUAL 
CARE 
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OLDER ADULT MINISTRY

• Assisted and Independence Living
• Care Giving
• Care Options
• Eldercare Safety
• Emergencies and Disasters
• Health and Wellness
• Money and Finances
• Older Adults Ministry Books
• Older Adults Ministry Manuals
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TUTORING AND MENTORING

• ACS Tutoring & Mentoring Program provides early 
intervention in the lives of disadvantaged children and 
youth who face learning challenges by supplying 
individual support, care and guidance that can help them 
achieve academic success. 

• By cultivating trustworthy relationships, the tutor and/or 
mentor serves as a medium for the child to receive the 
resources necessary for their physical, mental, emotional 
and spiritual growth.
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SERVICES PROVIDED

ACS Tutoring & Mentoring Program provides 
educational services to children and at-risk 
youth through:

• Computer Training
• English as a Second Language Class
• Mentoring Programs
• Tutorial Sites
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YOUNG ADULTS IN SERVICE (YAS)

A ministry to engage and networks youth and 
young adults beyond Service Ministries 
(Ministries of Compassion). It is fundamentally 
rooted in the mission statement of ACS: 
“Serving communities in Christ’s name”.
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YOUNG ADULTS IN SERVICE (YAS)

Services Include:
• Community Cleanup
• Community Center Assistance
• Literacy Action Events
• Mass Feeding
• Childcare
• Public School Volunteer Programs
• Assistance to Senior Citizens
• Distribute Information on Healthful Living
• Distribution of Safety Information and Supplies to Disaster 

areas
• Special Event Crosswalk Duty or Parking
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